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SUBJECT: JOINT US-PORTUGUESE COMMUNIQUE 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF JOINT US-PORTUGUESE COMMUNIQUE 
FOLLOWING COSTA GOMES VISIT WITH PRESIDENT FORD. 

"AT THE INVITATION OF PRESIDENT FORD, HIS EXCELLENCY 
FRANCISCO DA COSTA GOMES, PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
PORTUGAL, VISITED WASHINGTON ON OCTOBER 18. PRESIDENT 
COSTA GOMES, WHO WAS ACCOMPANIED BY THE FOREIGN 
MINISTER, DR. MARIO SOARES, HAD MEETINGS WITH PRESIDENT 
FORD AND WITH SECRETARY OF STATE KISSINGER AND WAS THE 
GUEST OF HONOR AT A LUNCHEON GIVEN BY SECRETARY KISSINGER. 

PRESIDENT COSTA GOMES OUTLINED THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE 
PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT IN RESTORING CIVIL AND POLITICAL 
LIBERTIES TO PORTUGAL AND IN CREATING THE BASIS EOR A RE- 
TURN TO DEMOCRACY. HE REPORTED ON THE NEGOTIATIONS 
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EXPLAINED HIS GOVERNMENT'S PLANS LOR THE GRANTING 
OE SELE-DETERMINATION TO THE REMAINING OVERSEAS 
TERRITORIES. HE REAFFIRMED HIS GOVERNMENT'S COMMITMENT 
TO THE NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY AND ITS DESIRE TO DEVELOP 
EVEN CLOSER TIES TO THE UNITED STATES. 

PRESIDENT FORD EXPRESSED HIS ADMIRATION FOR THE 
STATESMANSHIP SHOWN BY PORTUGUESE LEADERS IN 
UNDERTAKING TO RESTORE DEMOCRACY TO PORTUGAL 
BY HOLDING FREE ELECTIONS SOON AND IN MAKING POSSIBLE 
THE ENJOYMENT OF THE RIGHT OF SELF-DETERMINATION BY 
THE PEOPLES OF PORTUGAL'S OVERSEAS TERRITORIES. 

HE NOTED WITH PLEASURE PRESIDENT COSTA GOMES' 
REAFFIRMATION OF PORTUGAL'S COMMITMENT TO NATO 
AND EXPRESSED HIS CONFIDENCE THAT TIES BETWEEN THE 
UNITED STATES AND PORTUGAL WILL BECOME EVER CLOSER. 

THE TWO PRESIDENTS AGREED THAT, AS THESE DEVELOP- 
MENTS PROCEED, IT WOULD BE IN OUR MUTUAL INTEREST 
TO INTENSIFY THE COOPERATION BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES 
TO EMBRACE NEW ACTIVITIES IN A BROAD RANGE OF AREAS, 

SUCH AS EDUCATION, HEALTH, ENERGY, AGRICULTURE, 
TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS, AMONG OTHERS. 

THEY AGREED THAT THIS EXPANSION OF THEIR COOPERATION 
COULD BEGIN IN THE FIELDS OF PUBLIC HEALTH, EDUCATION, 

AND TAX ADMINISTRATION, AS REQUESTED BY THE PORTUGUESE 
AUTHORITIES. 

THEY ALSO AGREED THAT THERE SHOULD BE COOPERATION 
IN THE MILITARY FIELD AND THAT THE TWO COUNTRIES 
SHOULD CONTINUE AND INTENSIFY NEGOTIATIONS RELATING 
TO COOPERATION IN THE AZORES,WHERE IT IS AGREED THAT MUTUAL 
DEFENSE COOPERATIVE ARRANGEMENTS ARE IN THE INTEREST 
OF BOTH COUNTRIES AND OF NATO." KISSINGER 
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